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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: Stacie Leatherman 

(216) 707-2265 
sleatherman@clevelandart.org 

Cleveland Museum of Art’s VIVA! Festival Offers Fourth Annual 
Season of Mesmerizing World Music and Dance Performances 

“Applause to VIVA! ... international artists of exceptional quality.” 

— The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND (Aug. 8, 2002) — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s fourth annual VIVA! Festival of Performing 
Arts kicks off Sept. 27, 2002, with a star-studded lineup of eight international perfonners and ensembles, most of 
whom will make their U.S. or Cleveland debuts in this popular and critically acclaimed series. 

The 2002-03 season will feature ensembles from Cuba, Europe, Africa, India and Israel. Most concerts 
will take place Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

Three additional concerts, featuring performers from Iran and India, will complement the VIVA! series. 

This season’s VIVA! subscription performers are: Radio Tarifa (Sept. 27), offering a unique blend of 
flamenco and Moorish rhythms; Cristina Branco (Oct. 18), one of Portugal’s leading/at/o singers; Farruquito y 
su Familia (Jan. 24), a 19-year-old flamenco prodigy and his family of dancers; Dance Cuba (Feb. 9), melding 
Spanish flamenco and Afro-Cuban rhythms with 19th-century Petipa ballet (Marius Petipa is considered one of the 
greatest choreographers of all time); Habib Koite (Feb. 21), performing contemporary music from Mali; The 
Anjika Manipuri Dance Troupe (Mar. 14), renowned for its highly sophisticated martial arts and loved for its 
colorful and spirited dance and music; two-time Grammy nominee Boys of the Lough (Mar. 21), presenting music 
from Ireland and the Shetland Islands; and Chava Alberstein (Apr. 4), Israel’s most prominent singer and 
song writer. 

Three additional concerts, Masters of Persian Music: Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor (Oct. 4), featuring 
M.R. Shajarian, Iran’s legendary tenor and renowned instrumentalists; Songs of “Madmen”: The Bauls of India 
(Nov. 1); and Masters of Indian Dance: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra (Feb. 28), will complete the 
VIVA! season. 

“The world’s finest world music and dance performers are featured in the VIVA! series each year, 
reflecting the Museum’s commitment to preserving and fostering art from across the globe,” notes Massoud 
Saidpour, the Museum’s artistic director of perfonning arts. “It is a pleasure to have them perform in Cleveland 
and in one of the world’s leading art institutions.” 


(more ...) 
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Subscriptions Available Now 

VIVA! Festival subscriptions to all eight concerts, or for either of two four-concert packages, are now available. 
Subscribers receive guaranteed seating priority for these performances and savings up to 33% off the full ticket 
price. Subscription prices are $174 and $150 for all eight concerts (Plan #1); $98 (A seats) and $85 (B seats) for 
four concerts. CMA members receive additional discounts for the eight-concert package. The two four-concert 
packages are as follows: 


Plan #2 

Radio Tarifa 

Cristina Branco 

Flamenco Festival 

Manipuri Dancers and Musicians 


Plan #3 
Dance Cuba 
Habib Koite 
Boys of the Lough 
Chava Alberstein 


Add any or all of these concerts — Masters of Persian Music: Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor; Songs of 
“Madmen”: The Hauls of India; and Masters of Indian Dance: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra — to a 

subscription and save 1 5% off the single ticket price. 

Single tickets, ranging from $35 to $27, will go on sale to the public after Sept. 14, 2002. Tickets may be 
ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org . 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is 
provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org . 


### 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 
2002-03 

VIVA! Performing Artists 


Subscription Series 


Radio Tarifa (Friday, Sept. 27, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“A polyphonic burst of joy and redemption” — The New York Times. The musical alchemists of Radio Tarifa 
(BMG/Nonesuch) exercise pure craftsmanship with a wide array of instruments, both modem and medieval. 
Reinventing the sounds of ancient Iberia, they conjure up a unique blend of flamenco and Moorish rhythms. The 
ethos of this group is summed up in its name, the imaginary radio station of Tarifa, in the southernmost point of 
Spain. $27, $23; CMA members $23, $20 

Cristina Branco (Friday, Oct. 18, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“Branco is Portugal’s eminent fado chanteuse” — Time Magazine. Portuguese singer Cristina Branco (Universal 
Records) is one of the leading singers of fado , the passion songs of Portugal. In her Cleveland debut, she will be 
accompanied by guitarist and composer Custodio Castelo and an ensemble of three instrumentalists. $27, $23; 
CMA members $23, $20 

Flamenco Festival: Farruquito y su Familia (Friday, January 24, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“Nothing less than sensational. At 1 8, Farruquito is already one of the great flamenco dancers of this new century” 
— The New York Times. Farruquito electrified audiences in his New York debut. His stamped rhythms are rapid 
and complex and his spins and interpolations incomparable. The power and purity of his technique is matched by 
the magic of his brooding presence. In his Cleveland debut, Farruquito and his family of gypsy dancers and 
musicians are sure to set Gartner ablaze! $35, $31; CMA members $31, $28 

Dance Cuba (Sunday, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“A singular and spectacular show! Choreography that creates the greatest homage imaginable to the Latin 
American poet” — ABC. This Havana-based company of 22 female dancers, under the direction of Lizt Alfonso, 
combines Spanish flamenco and Afro-Cuban rhythms with the spatial elegance of 19th-century Petipa ballets to 
create unforgettable evenings of dance and live music. Cleveland debut. $35, $31; CMA members $31, $28. 

Habib Koite and Ensemble Bamada (Friday, Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“A brilliant triple threat, a singer, composer, and guitarist with a subtly soulful style” — Pulse! Habib’s first 
foreign release Ma Ya (1999, Putumayo World Music) spent an unprecedented three months at the top spot on the 
World Music Charts Europe. Since then he has become an international star and one of the leading figures in 
contemporary world music. Easily accessible to Western audiences, his music is subtle, lyrical and compelling. 
$27, $23; CMA members $23, $20 

Music, Dance, and Martial Arts of Manipur, India: The Anjika Manipuri Dance Troupe 
(Friday, Mar. 14, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

Manipur is renowned for its highly sophisticated martial arts heritage, which includes ferocious real-life sword, 
spear and hand combats, and is loved for its colorful and spirited dance and music. Entry to Manipur, surrounded 
by nine ranges of Himalayan mountains, has been difficult for foreigners since the end of the 1 9th century. In its 
U.S. premiere, the company will present fragments from Manipur’s lively and vivid culture. $27, $23; CMA 
members $23, $20 


(more ...) 
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Boys of the Lough (Friday, Mar. 21, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“One of the finest bands in Celtic traditional music” — The New York Times. After more than 30 years of 
performing Irish music, over 50 North American tours, 18 recordings and two Grammy nominations, Boys of the 
Lough has reached legendary status. The Boys have established a reputation for technical brilliance and integrity, 
combined with a ready wit and sense of fun. Their music ranges widely from melodies of Ireland to fiddle music of 
the Shetland Islands and Scotland. $27, $23; CMA members $23, $20 

Chava Alberstein (Friday, Apr. 4, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

Israel’s largest daily newspaper, Yediot Aharonot, recently named Chava “the most important female musician in 
Israel’s history.” Chava has certainly earned this reputation, having released nearly 50 recordings since the late 
1960s, many of them now gold or platinum. Known as Israel’s Joan Baez, Chava combines Western contemporary 
and Jewish roots music in a disarming and heart-melting combo hard to resist. Cleveland debut. $27, $23; CMA 
members $23, $20 

Additional Concerts 

Masters of Persian Music: Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor (Friday, Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

“Electrifying spontaneity ... a once-in-a-lifetime experience” — Plain Dealer. In their last appearance at the 
Museum, ensemble members received six standing ovations, including one before they had played a note. In this 
exclusive engagement the supreme tenor of Persian classical music, M. R. Shajarian (winner of UNESCO’s 
Picasso Award), joins two of the greatest living instrumentalists of Persian music, Hossein Alizadeh and Kayhan 
Kalhor, with Homayoun Shajarian on percussion and vocals. Part of a 30-city European and North American tour. 
$35, $31; CMA members $31, $28. 

Songs of “Madmen”: The Bauls of India (Friday, Nov. I, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

Seekers of the divine love who describe themselves as “mad about the soul of God within ourselves,” these holy 
men and women pursue the divine presence through ecstatic singing and dancing. They stroll, prance, turn, and 
dance as they sing deceptively simple songs about the wisdom and compassion of ancient Hindu and Sufi saints. In 
their U.S. premiere, the Bauls will present their eight-centuries-old tradition. $27, $23; CMA members $23, $20 

Masters of Indian Dance: Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra (Friday, Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m., Gartner Auditorium) 

One of the living legends of the Indian performing arts world, Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra has been awarded the 
highest national honors from India and was honored by the Government of France in 1995. His style is noted for its 
sophistication, beauty, sensuality and an overall sense of aesthetics. In his Cleveland debut, Guru Mohapatra will 
be accompanied by live music and dancers. $35, $31; CMA members $31, $28 

### 
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